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The upcoming elections for the European parliament are the first opportunity for European peoples 

to simultaneously and jointly deliver a political verdict on the policies conducted by the governments 

and institutions during the capitalist crisis. This verdict – that much can be predicted – will be 

characterized by deep disillusionment, embitterment and also by protest in many ways. In some 

countries a significant rise of populist, nationalist, right-wing extremist and neo-Nazi parties is to be 

expected. This phenomenon is not simply an expression of a social pathology but the consequence of 

the crisis and the austerity policies implemented all over Europe under the shadow of the crisis. 

It is false and manipulative when the Social Democracy which has in the past borne major 

responsibility for the implementation of exactly this policy now wants to present itself as a protecting 

shield against the threatening growth of the extreme Right. 

Many surveys have shown that mass unemployment, precariousness and cut-backs of the social 

welfare state are driving people into the nets of the Right. If that applies it is first and foremost 

necessary to change both these conditions and these policies and that is what the European Left 

stands for, the left of the Left, the radical Left or whatever we call our parties. 

But there is something else which could distinguish the upcoming elections for the European 

parliament from those of the year 2009. An election prognosis published recently predicts that the 

parties united in GUE/NGL, i.e. the parties of the Left, will be able to strengthen their position in the 

European parliament. On principle one should be sceptical with regard to election prognoses. Still, it 

is true that our Left could achieve gains in recent elections in the Czech Republic, Germany, 

Luxembourg, Greece and Spain. This means that the chance exists.  

A substantial strengthening of the left of the Left in the European Parliament is possible. Contrary to 

2009 the result of the elections could not only be a decline in the voter turnout rate and a 

development in favour of the Right. Since at the same time a weakening of the Greens and the 

Liberals is expected, a political polarisation between left and right could become apparent in the 

upcoming elections. 

The political map of Europe would then take a different shape and the preconditions for the struggle 

of social movements and trade unions would be more favourable. It is with courage and with 

optimism that we want to strive for this possibility becoming reality. 

There exists a wonderful and often used quote by Antonio Gramsci, saying that “the crisis consists 

precisely in the fact that the old is dying and the new cannot be born”. More rarely the following 

sentence is quoted: “In this interregnum a great variety of morbid symptoms appear”.  

One such morbid symptom is nationalism. In the current state of crisis nobody is able to predict what 

the future of the European integration will be like.  

Deciding for opting out of this integration process is the democratic right of each and every people.  



And we cannot preclude that as a consequence of the contradictions existing within the ruling elites 

the Euro will break apart. 

But let me say one thing: transform! has held a great number of debates and done a lot of research 

on this issue. But we did not ever come across a convincing argument that such a breaking up of 

European integration would be a favourable scenario for the populations and the working classes. 

Not only would that not change anything about the power relations established by transnational 

companies and financial markets. It also does not seem realistic to us to merely deal with them with 

the instruments available on the level of national states. It is no positive perspective to chase the 

countries of the South and the East into a deflation process regarding the reduction of their costs of 

production. And finally also the scenario of the traditional imperialist contradictions among European 

powers undergoing a revival does not constitute a positive perspective for the Left.  

Therefore we do not believe that the destruction or dissolution of the European Union represents a 

positive alternative, but we think that we have to lead the struggle for another Europe and a 

different direction of European integration. 

That is wherein our responsibility lies also with regard to mounting nationalism. It is possible to 

discuss the relation between European integration and the national state in theory and in an abstract 

manner. But there are two truths which I want to emphasize: 

Firstly, the EU is a multinational entity, an institutional framework with several levels of power and 

the Left has to fight its struggle on all these levels. And secondly, one national state is not like 

another national state and it makes a difference if we speak about the national state and its 

reinforcement in Portugal, Greece, Spain, Italy, Austria or Germany. 

What I want to say is that at this historical moment of time we have to bear a great responsibility. 

The Left has to tackle three tasks: We must develop credible political alternative, we must form 

broad political fronts uniting social movements, trade unions and political activists. And we must 

change the political balance of power on both the European and the national state levels. To do that 

the upcoming elections to the European Parliament are an important occasion. 

Transform! as the political foundation connected to the Party of the European Left is first of all 

fighting in the arena of ideas and is ready to take up this challenge together with the EL.   

 


