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Since December 2009 the transform! europe newsletter has been published regularly once a month. It 
contains information about the activities of our network, its members and observing members and about 
important initiatives of social movements we are taking part in.  
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Reports and Articles 

Whose Hair will be Cut? 
By Walter Baier 

“One thing is clear”, writes the editor 
of a conservative Austrian news- 
paper, “the EU does not save Ireland 
but the banks holding Ireland 
shares.” (23 November).  

While the British and the German 
banks are now reaping the returns from 
their speculation in Ireland, they are 
with full war chest already lunging at 
their next victims, Portugal and Spain, 
where they hope to cash up in the same 
way. 

Even laymen such as the majority of 
journalists are beginning to see that this 
cannot work out any longer. And the 
conservatives who only a few weeks ago 
announced that the great crisis was be-
hind us are now grasped by blank horror 
in the face of the death spiral into which 
the Euro is plunging.  

For many decades the governments 
and the EU have been fattening the beast 
of the finance market and now they are 
eaten up by it. This could well prompt 
malicious joy, couldn’t it? The idea, 
however, that a solution were lying in 
the renationalisation of politics proves 
no more than an illusion in the face of 
the impact at which the markets are now 
attacking the economies even of big 
nations. We should not let ourselves be 
deceived: Behind the Euro there is not 
the promised country of harmonious 
fiscal political diversity, but the domi-
nance of the D-Mark-bloc (including 
Austria). Thus the big crash would not 

toll the hour of the Left but of the ex-
treme Right.   

As we know, necessity is the mother 
of invention, which always implies a 
lacing of realism. Confronted with the 
all-European protests of recent months 
and having arrived at the objective limits 
of financial viability, even the German 
government strongly advocates Euro-
pean regulations which are to allow for 
the ordered debt relief of states incapa-
ble of meeting their obligations. In other 
words: not only the European tax payers 
but also the creditors, i.e., the banks, 
institutional and private investors profit-
ing from plundering entire national 
economies, are to be among those clean-
ing up the mess (Only the little word 
“also” is what is irritating here, since all 
this is not “also” but exclusively about 
those profiting from the crisis being 
made accountable for the damages 
caused by them). 

Yet, we find confirmed what critical 
economists have already stated at the 
beginning of the year: keeping up the 
illusion that the debts would be paid 
back one day only facilitated a further 
skimming off of interest rates albeit 
increased by “risk premiums“. A propos 
risk! The illusion amounted to nothing 
more than the continuation of the plun-
dering. This spiral must be stopped. 

It is now necessary to take the follow-
ing steps: 
 a relief of that part of the debts 

which represents the result of eco-

nomic imbalances within the EU 
and of speculation; 

 the conversion of another part of 
the debt by the European Central 
Bank 

 a public and transparent examina-
tion of public debts so that those 
responsible for inefficiency and 
corruption can be named and held 
accountable; 

 to make available loans by the 
ECB to facilitate job-creating in-
vestments in the infrastructure on 
behalf of  government units; 

 the creation of a funds financed by 
the banks to support those creditors 
that are endangered by the debt-
conversion but at the same time 
“relevant to the system” (such as 
pension funds); 

 a top down redistribution of in-
comes by means of consistent taxa-
tion of profits and financial returns; 

 the transferral of all banks requir-
ing public means into public prop-
erty and their restructuring by de-
mocratic participation of employ-
ees. 

Current debates show that the all-
European rebellions against the austerity 
politics of governments and the EU are 
having effects. Yet, this is still not 
enough! Pressure must be increased all 
over Europe in order to bring about a 
change in the politics of the states and 
the European Union. 

 



 

 
page 3 www.transform-network.nettransform! newsletter 102010 

The International Council of the WSF Met up in Dakar for Final Preparations 

The World Social Forum Is Coming to Africa for the 
Second Time 
 

On 11-12 November the International 
Council met up in Dakar to finalize 
preparatory measures related to the 
organization and the programme of 
the forthcoming World Social Forum 
(Dakar, 6-11 February 2011). Regis-
tration of activities will begin in the 
next days. 

The preparatory process of the WSF in 
Dakar involves many different African 
protagonists. It is in good hands. Since 
2007, when the WSF was held in Nai-
robi, many African countries have initi-
ated national Social Forum processes in 
their territories. Despite all the difficul-
ties present on the African continent, 
participation of civil society organiza-
tions and social movements will be 
wide-ranging. Numbers will not be 
enormous (because of the economic 
problems moving people in so large a 
continent entails) but nevertheless the 
spectrum the participants come from 
will be a wide one. 

It is self-evident and right in principle 
that the forthcoming World Social Fo-
rum will be a stage for giving expression 
to the wishes and struggles of the Afri-
can peoples. Both the African diaspora 
from transatlantic slave trade and the 
migrants of our days will constitute their 
own forum since they represent impor-
tant dimensions. On the part of the Afri-
can organizers there will be a special 
focus on South-South-cooperation. 
Other important discussions will turn 
around the global crisis of neoliberal 
capitalism and its multiple character. On 
this there will be contributions also by 
the representatives from European coun-
tries.  

The diversity of movements advocat-
ing another, but possible world will raise 
new theoretical questions. In many re-
spects, today’s crises require a new 
interpretation of the world. This funda-

mental dimension will be discussed in 
one of the axes structuring the forum 
under the title of a “crisis of civiliza-
tion”.  One of the questions posed is 
whether overcoming colonialism, i.e., 
the decolonization of reality and of our 
thinking, does not require a complete 
rejection of modernism. And what 
would be the alternatives? 

transform! europe is involved in all 
these debates and together with its part-
ners tries to contribute to them. 

 
Programme 
 
■ 4-5 February 2011 
On these days several events linked to 
the Forum will take place: 
- The World Assembly for the Mi-

grants’ Charta which will be held on 
Goré Island (twenty minutes by ferry 
from Dakar), symbol of slave trade 

- Local Authorities Forum and Parlia-
mentarian Forum 

- Science and Democracy Forum 
- Trade Union Forum  
 
■ 6 February 2011 
Arrival of the Caravan with participants 
from different parts of Africa, which has 
realized many actions, meetings and 
events throughout its journey; 
Opening March 
 
■ 7 February 2011 
Africa and Diaspora Day 
This day will be devoted to events and 
meetings on the issues of African resis-
tances and of the old and new diaspora. 
 
■ 8-9 February 2011 
Days of self-organized activities;  
On these two days the traditional self-
organized activities will take place 
(seminars, meetings, cultural events) 
organized along the 12 thematic axes. 

■ 10-11 February 2011 
Assemblies for common actions day; 
The assemblies too will be self-
registered by participants’ organizations. 
The difference to the previous two days 
is that assemblies should promote differ-
ent kinds of common actions (cam-
paigns, mobilizations, networking….) 
connecting different protagonists. 
 
■ 11 February 2011, afternoon 
Final assembly to present the plan of 
action and the schedule worked out by 
the assemblies. 
 
On 12-13 February the International 
Council will meet up for a first evalua-
tion of the Dakar Forum and for decid-
ing next steps. There is an ongoing dis-
cussion about the possibility to build up 
a big Forum Space in Rio de Janeiro in 
May 2012, on the occasion of the UN 
Conference Rio+20 on Sustainable De-
velopment.  
 
How to register activities:  
- The website to register activities is: 

www.fsm2011.org 
- Registration will close in the first days 

of January. 
- It will be possible to at the same time 

register self-organized activities and 
assemblies for common actions (even 
if for technical reasons the assembly 
page will be ready with some days of 
delay).  

- It will be possible from the first day of 
registration to have a look at the list of 
registered activities and to begin the 
self-organized process of merging 
seminars.  

- All the thematic axes as well as the 
assembly space will have international 
facilitators, who could get in touch 
with you to suggest (if you are inter-
ested) merging your activity with oth-
ers.  
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Registration fees for activities and 
delegates:  
- For the North of the world, the regis-

tration fee is EUR 250 (including 3 
activities and 5 delegates). Each addi-

tional activity (up to a maximum of 5) 
will cost EUR 100 more. Each addi-
tional delegate will pay EUR 25.  

- To assure simultaneous translation in 
the activities, an additional cost has to 

be added (look at the list on the web-
site). On the website you can also find 
the fee for stalls. 

 
 
 
 

Greek Local and Regional Elections: Analysing a Con-
tradictory Result 
By Dimosthenis Papadatos-Anagnostopoulos* 

The analysis of the result of recent lo-
cal and regional elections in Greece has 
to focus on five main elements:  

1) the serious crisis of legitimization 
of the Greek political system, reflected 
in the abstinence (40% of the electorate 
in the first round and 54% in the sec-
ond), the invalid and the white vote;  

2) the weakening of the two main par-
ties (compared to the national elections 
of 2009);  

3) the relatively strong performance of 
PASOK, which won majorities in 8 of 
the 13 regions and the two main munici-
palities;  

4) the reinforcement of the Left 
(mainly of the Communist Party, which 
gained 75,000 voters and a big propor-
tion of vote); and  

5) the notable performance of the new 
parties (Democratic Left – modernizers, 
split of Synaspismos, Ecologists – Green 
Party, ANTARSYA – extra-parliamentary 
Left). 

The Left, and especially the Commu-
nist Party, has reasons to be satisfied. 
First of all, it forced PASOK to change 
its pre-election line and refer to a “refer-

endum” on government policy – ulti-
mately to the Memorandum – instead of 
talking about a “self-governing battle 
featuring each candidate separately” (it 
was only the Democratic Left of Fotis 
Kouvelis which insisted on this line till 
the end, accusing the Left of over-
politicizing the elections); second, be-
cause, in spite of its fragmentation (es-
pecially in Attica), the cumulative influ-
ence of the Left – sometimes around 
30% – has reached unprecedented levels 
in recent decades. 

The Communist Party, which man-
aged to persuade thousands of voters 
that it is the government’s most credible 
opponent, had a successful performance. 
It is worrying, however, that this 
achievement confirms an isolationist 
line, and that the party tries to strengthen 
its confrontation with the government by 
resorting to nationalist anti-Turkish 
positions. 

ANTARSYA (extra-parliamentary Left) 
was also encouraged by the election as it 
will be represented for the first time in 
the first municipality of the country – 
the region of Attica – and in many mu-
nicipal councils of the Basin and the 

region as well, partly benefiting from the 
crisis in SYRIZA.  

Regarding the latter, despite the re-
markable records it achieved in Attica, 
the double split (Democratic Left, Front 
for the Solidarity and the Subversion / 
division of SYRIZA headed by former 
chairman of the Parliamentary Group), 
claimed its costs both in the Municipal-
ity of Athens and the Region of Attica, 
where Synaspismos and some of the 
component organizations of SYRIZA 
supported an anti-Memorandum candi-
dature and collaborated with ex-PASOK 
members. 

Finally, despite their inconsistent pol-
icy (collaboration with PASOK in the 
two largest municipalities and rejection 
of the anti-Memorandum front on the 
one hand, cooperation with the Left on 
the other), mainstream Greens and the 
Democratic Left had a remarkable pres-
ence and can now claim a notable place 
in the new political arena at the times of 
the IMF. 
 
* The author is co-administrator of the 
radical left portal www.rednotebook.gr 
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Crisis and Critique 

The 7th Annual “Historical Materialism” Conference 
London, 11-14 November 2011 

By Haris Golemis, Nicos Poulantzas Institute and transform! Board 

transform! europe can gain much 
from the participation in activities (con-
ferences, workshops etc.) of institutions 
and journals associated with the broader 
Left, especially if these are related to its 
main projects (“Crisis”, “Political and 
Strategic Perspectives of the Left in 
Europe”). 

The 7th Annual Conference of the well 
known journal Historical Materialism 
(HM), held in London from 11-14 No-
vember, is a typical case of an event 
which provided interesting “food for 
thought”. The HM Conference, which 
had the general title “Crisis and Cri-
tique”, was organized in co-operation 
with the equally renowned journal So-
cialist Register and the Isaac and 
Tamara Deutscher Memorial Prize.  

Over 500 intellectuals and left activ-
ists, most of them young, participated in 
105 workshops which dealt with various 
issues (crisis, capitalism, democracy, 
gender, philosophy, politics, history, 
political economy, culture, ecology, 
trade-union and social movements, 
China etc.) and in 6 plenary sessions 
(Capitalism and the Sea, Latin America 
in the Global Economy, Economic Cri-
sis and the Peculiarities of Economic 
Science, The Crisis this Time, Marx 
against Eurocentrism, Capital and the 
Crisis of Nature). The Conference pro-
gramme can be found on the HM site 
(www.historicalmaterialism.org) and if 
one is interested in a certain paper 
he/she can contact the journal.  

Two more points worth to be said on 
the occasion of the Conference: First, 

since these events are preemptive spaces 
for ideological and political debates, 
both political forces and political foun-
dations (like transform! europe) associ-
ated with the European Left and Nordic 
Green Left (NGL) should not be absent. 
During the London Conference, for 
example, there were intense confronta-
tions between critical and hostile stances 
towards the European Union. Second, 
transform! europe can organize its own 
workshop(s) during the HM Annual 
Conferences and co-organize HM re-
gional conferences. In this last frame-
work, the editorial board of the journal 
expressed their wish that the Nicos Pou-
lantzas Institute and transform! europe 
assist them in organizing a pluralist 
Conference in Greece, as soon as possi-
ble. 

 
 

How We Became Poor 

Conference on Poverty in Budapest 
4-6 November 2010 

By Judit Morva 

From 4-6 November 2010, the TIT 
Kossuth Club of Budapest, the journal 
transform! and Le Monde dipomatique 
of the CEE jointly organised a three-day 
seminar in Budapest entitled “How we 
became poor”. This title exactly 
matched the situation in the CEE (Coun-
tries of Eastern Europe) where the im-
poverishment of the masses has re-
emerged in the wake of the brutal trans-
formation which has taken place during 
the past 20 years. 

What we tried was actually to invite 
and bring together different representa-
tives of the Left from Eastern European 
countries, for them to identify common 

problems of the region and, of course, to 
undertake an effort in elaborating joint 
proposals. Furthermore we have pre-
pared a “Declaration against Poverty” 
which we are finalising right now and 
which will be published in the next issue 
of the transform! journal. 

Rumania, as well as Bulgaria, Poland 
and Hungary, bear testimony to the 
dramatic increase of poverty. This mani-
fests itself in the appearance of people 
living in extreme forms of poverty such 
as homeless people and people who can 
seemingly keep up a “normal” life but 
have chosen to emigrate in great num-
bers as is the case with Poland with 5 

millions migrants, or people who keep 
afloat thanks to social benefits or pen-
sions which are not completely disman-
tled yet (as is the case in Hungary). 
However, one conclusion is evident: the 
private capitalist sector of these coun-
tries will neither prevent nor even abate 
the deterioration of the population’s 
living conditions. 

Confronted with this emergency and 
with the deterioration accelerating, the 
programme of the EU as presented by 
the Hungarian László Andor, the Euro-
pean Commissioner for Employment, 
Social Affairs and Inclusion, indicates a 
real backlash in comparison to the pro-
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gramme that was in force until 2010. 
Actually, the goal of the latter is no 
longer the abrogation of poverty but – in 
the name of “realism” and “feasibility” – 
its reduction by 20 millions within 10 
years which means a decrease of the 
number of people concerned from 85 
million to 65 million. This retreat of the 
EU will unfortunately have direct con-

sequences on our governmental pro-
grammes which are hampered by public 
debts and the absurd provisions of the 
budget deficits which ignore even the 
most elementary standards of human-
ism. 

In their common declaration against 
poverty the participants advocated the 

introduction of a minimum social in-
come (which exists in most of the West-
ern countries) which would establish a 
floor of impoverishment in the Eastern 
countries. Indigence and misery cannot 
be tolerated any more and it is sad that 
we have arrived at this point. 

 
 

Forum of a Social Europe Met in the European Parliament  
17-18 November 2010 

By Michel Rousseau 

Before the European Social Forum 
there existed already an ESF (European 
Social Forum) which for more than a 
decade and every year has been bringing 
together trade unionists. Initiated by the 
leaders of IG-Metall, this is a place of 
information about and discussion of the 
social situation in Europe. Today, these 
meetings are held in cooperation with 
the GUE / NGL Group, with transform! 
europe and Euromarches participating 
in these meetings. 

The first day was devoted to expert 
reports and interventions by MEPs. This 
year’s topic was “Economic Democracy 
and Alternatives for a Social Europe”. 
What is actually meant by “economic 
democracy” in the companies, the poli-
cies at regional, national and European 
levels, in the transnational spaces? Is 
such a thing even conceivable within the 
framework of capitalism, particularly in 

times of crisis and new evidence of the 
“governance” of Europe again put under 
the guardianship of national parlia-
ments? More questions than answers 
were the outcome of these exchanges. 

The second day started off with a 
round of the countries present (this year: 
Greece, Spain, Italy, Germany, Den-
mark, France, Holland, Cyprus, Portu-
gal, Finland, Great Britain and Norway). 

Needless to say that all interventions 
dealt with the mobilizations necessary to 
respond to austerity plans and unprece-
dented social destruction initiated by the 
European Union and individual gov-
ernments to have the people pay for the 
consequences of the financial and eco-
nomic crises. Thus we are witnessing a 
rise of resistance in most countries, with 
the problem of coordination at a Euro-
pean level increasingly becoming the 
order of the day. Yet, also the difficul-

ties encountered by trade unions and the 
political Left were noted while at the 
same time there are populist attacks 
almost everywhere. 

It was also an opportunity to share in-
formation on the activity of other Euro-
pean networks, particularly the Euro-
pean Social Forum and the results of its 
last meeting in late October in Paris, on 
projects and the agenda for 2011 (Con-
gress of the European Left in Paris, 
World Social Forum, the Joint Social 
Conference, CADTM (Committee for 
the Abolition of Third World Debt)-
meeting on the debt, mobilizations 
around the G20 etc.). 

The next meeting taking place at the 
end of June will have as its central 
theme a social Europe and jobs and on 
the eve of the G20, the topic will be 
financial matters. 
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Announcements 
 
transform! europe at the  

3rd Congress of the Party of the European Left 
Paris, 3-5 December 2010 

The transform! europe network, ac-
knowledged as a befriended political 
foundation by the European Left, will be 
present in a number of ways throughout 
the upcoming EL-Party-Congress. On 
Saturday, 4 December, the management 
board and the editorial staff of trans-
form! are inviting the delegates and 
guests to a reception at the congress 
venue, during which the issues in Eng-
lish, German and French of the recently 
published transform! magazine will be 
presented. 

In addition to that, both delegates and 
guests will throughout the congress have 
a chance to obtain information about 
transform! europe and to get to know 
the entire range of its publications in 
several languages.  

In accordance with the EL-executive-
board and as a component of the net-
work’s long-term research work, trans-
form! will carry out a survey among the 
delegates regarding their evaluations of 
the political situation in Europe, in indi-
vidual countries, of the development of 
the Left and concerning the expectations 

with regard to its politics. The compre-
hensive questionnaire available in seven 
languages and set up by a team of the 
Nicos Poulantzas Institute, which can be 
answered anonymously, is part of a 
transform! project about the strategic 
perspectives of the European Left. The 
results of the survey will be published as 
soon as possible. 

Ruurik Holm, transform!’s legal rep-
resentative, will be a speaker in the de-
bate during the congress and give a 
report about the work of transform! 
europe. 

 

Now available also in French and German: 

Journal transform! europe Issue No. 7 

The 7th issue of the transform! maga-
zine (English edition) has been pub-
lished recently. The German and 
French editions of vol. 7 will these 
days be published in Berlin and 
Paris in co-operation with the mem-
ber organisations Rosa Luxemburg 
Foundation and Espaces Marx.  

The different language issues are not 
completely identical with regard to con-
tent. Among others, the German and 
French editions of the 7th issue contain 
an article by Immanuel Wallerstein 
entitled “Structural Crises” which is the 
translation of a text originally published 
in English in the New Left Tribune. 
 

Contents (English edition) 

 Lutz Holzinger: Editorial 

Essays 
 Joachim Bischoff: Europe in the 

Great Crisis 

 Lutz Brangsch: Establishing a New 
Framework for Coordinated Interna-
tional Economic Competition 
 Resistance and Struggles – Against 

Austerity in Europe: Round Table 
(Questions by Elisabeth Gauthier) 
 Karola Boger, Thomas Händel, Frank 

Puskarev: Modern Times: The New 
Attack on Working Time in Europe 
 Walter Baier: “Transformation”: 

Antonio Gramsci and Karl Polanyi 
 Birge Krondorfer: A Dearth of Or-

ganisational Wisdom Leaves Us Po-
litical Orphans 

Focus 
 Interview with Pervenche Berès: 

Transition Must Go on. Remarks on 
the Report to the European Parlia-
ment 
 Interview with Miguel Portas: Em-

ployment at the Centre  
 Mario Candeias: Car Conversion: 

Towards an Eco-Socialist “Economy 
of Reproduction” 

 Gianni Rinaldini: Basic Aspects of the 
Car Industry 
 Frédéric Viale: Alternatives to the 

Crisis 
 Helmut Selinger: The Costs of Car-

bon Dioxide Emissions: A Just Basis 
for the UN-Global Climate Summit in 
Cancún 
 Nils Andersson: A New “Strategic 

Concept” for NATO: Assure the Se-
curity of “Modern Societies” 
 Initiative Group of the Joint Social 

Conference: Strategy Meetings 
Against Neoliberal Austerity Plans 

ESF/WSF 
 Judith Dellheim: Another Chance for 

the ESF? Giving Ourselves Another 
Chance 
 Franco Russo: Towards the Paris 

Assembly 
 Francine Mestrum: The US and the 

European Social Forum: Strategic 
Challenges for the WSF 
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 Interview with Demba Moussa Dem-
bele: No More Imposed Policies: 
Challenges for Africa in the Face of 
the WSF in Dakar  

European Union and Country Re-
ports 
 Joël Decaillon: Action Day and Euro-

Demonstration in Brussels 
 Luciana Castellina: The Dilemma of 

the Italian Left: Origins and Perspec-
tives 
 Pierre Laurent: Antisarkozyism in 

France 

 Francine Mestrum: The Belgian Co-
nundrum 
 Hans van Heijningen: The Dutch 

Socialist Party in the Current Crisis 
 Petros Linardos-Rulmond: Greek 

Wage Earners in the Crisis – and the 
Memorandum’s Programme 

Review 
 Michael Löwy: Ernest Mandel Biog-

raphy 
 

Ordering the journal 

transform! european journal for al-
ternative thinking and political dia-
logue is published twice a year. A sin-
gle issue can be ordered at the price of 
EUR 15 or a subscription at EUR 25 
(incl. postage) for two issues p.a. 

c/o VSA-Verlag 
St. Georgs Kirchhof 6 
D-20099 Hamburg, Germany 
e-mail: info@vsa-verlag.de 

 
 
 
 

4th Annual Lecture in Memory of Nicos Poulantzas 
 
Nicos Poulantzas Institute presents: 

Building Socialism for the 21st Century: the Logic of the State 
 
■ Michael Lebowitz 
Professor Emeritus at the Economics 
Department of the Simon Fraser 
University, Canada; Collaborator of 
the Centro Internacional Miranda, 
Venezuela;  
The speaker and his work will be 
presented by John Milios, Professor 

of Political Economy at the National 
Technical University of Athens 

 
8 December 2010, 7.00 p.m. 
Goethte Institute, Athens 
14-16 Omirou Street 

 
 
Nicos Poulantzas Institute and transform! europe present: 

The Challenges to the Left in the 21st Century. The Case of Latin 
America 
 
■ Marta Harnecker 
Sociologist, writer, journalist and 
one of the most prominent research-
ers of the process of social transfor-
mation in Latin America 
 

9 December 2010, 7.00 p.m. 
Panteion University, Athens 

 
Nicos Poulantzas Institute and transform! europe present: 

The Left and the Crisis 
 
■ Michael Lebowitz 
■ Marta Harnecker 
 

13 December 2010 
Conference in Thessaloniki 
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Network transform! europe 

Members and Observers 
 
transform! European Network for Alternative Thinking and Political Dialogue 
Gußhausstraße 14/3 1040 ׀ Wien | Austria ׀ www.transform-network.net ׀ e-mail: office@transform-network.net 
 

Austria 
 transform.at | www.transform.or.at | e-mail: fleissner@arrakis.es 

Belgium 
 Cultural Association Joseph Jacquemotte | www.acjj.be | e-mail: acjj@skynet.be 

Czech Republic 
 Society for European Dialogue | e-mail: malek_j@cbox.cz 

Finland 
 Left Forum | www.vasemmistofoorumi.fi | e-mail: ruurik.holm@vasemmistofoorumi.fi 
 Democratic Civil Association* | www.desili.fi | e-mail: dsl@kolumbus.fi 

France 
 Espaces Marx | www.espaces-marx.net | e-mail: espaces_marx@internatif.org 
 Foundation Copernic* | www.fondation-copernic.org | e-mail: foundation.copernic@ras.eu.org 
 Foundation Gabriel Péri* | www.gabrielperi.fr | e-mail: fondation@gabrielperi.fr 

Germany  
 Journal Sozialismus | www.sozialismus.de | e-mail: redaktion@sozialismus.de 
 Rosa Luxemburg Foundation | www.rosalux.de | e-mail: info@rosalux.de 
 Institute for Social, Ecological and Economic Studies* | www.isw-muenchen.de | e-mail: isw_muenchen@t-online.de 

Greece 
 Nicos Poulantzas Institute | www.poulantzas.gr | e-mail: info@poulantzas.gr 

Italy 
 Transform! Italia  | www.transform.it | e-mail: info@transform.it 
 Cultural Association Punto Rosso* | www.puntorosso.it | e-mail: riolo@puntorosso.it | info@puntorosso.it 

Luxembourg 
 Transform! Luxembourg | www.transform.lu | e-mail: info@transform.lu 

Moldova 
 Transform! Moldova* | e-mail: transformoldova@gmail.com 

Norway 
 Manifesto Foundation* | www.stiftelsenmanifest.no | e-mail: manifest@stiftelsenmanifest.no 

Portugal 
 Cultures of Labour and Socialism | www.cultra.pt | e-mail: info@cultra.pt 

Romania 
 Association for the development of the Romanian Social Forum* | e-mail: pedroxma@yahoo.com 

Spain 
 Foundation for Marxist Studies | www.fim.org.es | e-mail: fim@nodo50.org 

Sweden 
 Center for Marxist Social Studies | www.cmsmarx.org | e-mail: cms@cmsmarx.org 

Turkey 
 Social Investigations and Cultural Development Foundation* | www.taksav.org | e-mail: sulenecef@yahoo.com 

* observer 
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Tool Box 

transform! europe Special Edition 

■ Booklet on the International Women’s Conference 2010 in Copenhagen 
“International Women’s Day – 100 Years of Struggle” 

On the occasion of the 100th anniver-
sary of the International Socialist 
Women’s Conference in Copenhagen in 
1910, where the idea to have an Interna-
tional Women’s Day was adopted, the 
Women’s Committee of the Red Green 
Alliance in Denmark organized a con-
ference, again in Copenhagen (6-7 
March 2010).  

The collection of the contributions of 
the conference has been published as a 

transform! europe special edition in 
June 2010.  

Topics:  
 Women's rights and the years of 

struggle for suffrage, political par-
ticipation, democracy and against 
capitalism 
 A historical and theoretical overview 

on socialism and feminism 
 Effects of neo-liberalism on women 

in the EU and elsewhere 

 Modern slavery and human traffick-
ing and the struggle against it with 
focus on Denmark 
 Women's lives in an armed conflict 

zone: Women in Iraq 
 Icelandic women's policies and 

struggles in times of crisis 

The booklet can be ordered from 
transform! europe office under:  
office@transform-network.net

■ Documentation of the Project “The Crisis in Europe” 

A documentation of the seminar “The 
Crisis in Europe: Depression Economics 
– Social Crisis – State Policy – Alterna-
tives” (Vienna, 15-16 January 2010) is 
available on our website: 
http://www.transform-
network.net/en/home/projects/display-
projects/article//The-Crisis-in-Europe-
Depression-economics-social-crisis-
state-policy-alternatives.html 

■ Videos of the introductory speeches 
and the debate 

■ PowerPoint Presentations by Joa-
chim Bischoff and Maria Karamessini 

■ Papers by Bob Jessop (UK), Maria 
Karamessini (GR), Stephen Bouquin 
(BE/FR), Teppo Eskelinen (FI), Jiri 
Malek (CZ) in English 

■ Since February the complete report 
of the seminar is available in English 
together with the texts submitted by 
Elisabeth Gauthier (FR), Miguel Portas 
(P) and Joachim Bischoff (Germ) 

Texts in French are available at: 
http://www.espaces-
marx.net/spip.php?article537 

■ An article by Jean Paul Pierot in 
L’Humanité 

■ Contributions by Joachim Bischoff, 
Teppo Eskelinen, Elisabeth Gauthier, 
Bob Jessop, Maria Karamessini, Lutz 
Brangsch, Stephen Bouquin and Miguel 
Portas 

 

■ Printed versions of EuroMemorandum 2009/10 in English, German, French and Greek 

As of now, booklets containing the 
printed versions of EuroMemorandum 
2009/2010 entitled “Europe in Crisis: A 
Critique of the EU’s Failure to Respond 
and Proposals for a Democratic Alterna-
tive” are available in English, German, 
French and Greek with translations pro-
vided by transform! europe. 

The EuroMemorandum is edited by 
European Economists for an Alternative 

Economic Policy in Europe and sup-
ported by 200 well-known European 
economists. The texts can be ordered by 
e-mail from the transform! europe office 
in Vienna as well as from our member 
organisations in Germany, France and 
Greece. 

To order copies in English, German, 
French or Greek, please contact 

office@transform-network.net or our 
member organisations: 

Espaces Marx (France): 
Espaces_Marx@internatif.org 
Nicos Poulantzas Institute (Greece): 
info@poulantzas.gr 
Sozialismus (Germany): 
redaktion@sozialismus.de

 

http://www.transform-network.net/en/home/projects/display-projects/article//The-Crisis-in-Europe-Depression-economics-social-crisis-state-policy-alternatives.html
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■ “Systemic Danger? The Effects of the Financial Crisis on Private Pensions”, a study 
by Richard Detje, is available in English 

The study about the risks of private 
pension schemes, authored by Richard 
Detje on behalf of transform! europe, is 
available in English in printed version 

and may be ordered from 
office@transform-network.net.  

It can also be retrieved as an elec-
tronic document from:  

http://www.transform-
network.net/uploads/media/Detje_Finan
calCrisis.pdf  

 

■ Strategic Perspectives of the European Left (1) – Documentation is available 

On 12-13 March 2010, transform! 
europe hosted a seminar in Majorca 
entitled “Why the Crisis Seems to Fa-
vour the Right Rather than the Left in 
Europe”.  

The recent economic crisis, among 
other things, has shown the serious crisis 
of European Social Democracy, as well 
as the inability of “our” Left (with some 
interesting exceptions) to increase its 
influence in society. This can be seen 
not only from the fact that the agenda 

for facing the crisis is set by the conser-
vative political forces in Europe, but 
also by the election results for the Euro-
pean Parliament. Thus the question 
arises with urgency how the Left in 
Europe can develop the capacity of 
becoming an effective counter-
hegemonic force. The debate, which 
started out with a general assessment of 
the political geography, was followed by 
a number of thematic focuses and case 
studies on different countries such as the 

Czech Republic, Denmark, Finland, 
France, Germany, Italy, Norway, Spain 
and Sweden.  

Videos, papers and PowerPoint 
presentations can be found at: 
http://www.transform-
network.net/en/home/projects/display-
projects/article//Strategic-Perspectives-
of-the-European-Left-1-Why-the-Crisis-
Seems-to-Favour-Rather-the-Right.html

 

■ Strategic Perspectives of the European Left (2): “Meaning, Subjects and Spaces of 
Transformation”  

On 29-30 May 2010 an international 
workshop by transform! europe co-
organised with transform! Italia was 
held in Florence. The workshop consti-
tuted the second element of the project 

“Strategic Perspectives of the European 
Left”. 

A documentation containing texts 
and video files is now available. Please 
refer to:  

http://www.transform-
network.net/en/home/display-
home/article//Strategic-Perspectives-of-
the-European-Radical-Left-2-Meaning-
Subjects-and-Spaces-of-Transf.html 
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