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I want to start with a short overview and/or history on Left Strategies fighting precarity in 
Austria. With the first Austrian EuroMaydayParade 2005, the awareness has been growing of 
insecure, flexible, overexploited jobs and the discourse on basic income and the re-definition 
of work (including reproduction!) arouse.  
 

First 
MayDayParade 
in Austria: 2005

First EuroMayDay-Parade 2003 (Italy) 

2011
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The precarity movement shaped new and culturally very innovative and creative forms of 
protest. Here are meeting the abandoning of classical forms of organization and protest – 
and new products and new modes of production. Cultural and knowledge workers find a way 
of organization via cultural expression modes rather than in oldschool manifestations. The 
fascinating aspect is, that this may be a more attractive and even inclusive way of organizing 
for a pluralitiy of precarious workers in various different forms of precarious labour.  
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„Shame is over!“ 
‚I live precarious‘ 
campaign by KPÖ, 2006 

„Knowledge work:
organized 
precariously“  
(brochure nov 2011)

Prekär Café (since 2008)

Some Campaigns and
groups dealing and

working with precarity in 
Austria
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The goal of the early precarity movement was also to fight against the “stigma” of living and 
working precarious. Raising the awareness, that more and more people live through the 
same, that precarisation is not an individual burden or failure and there is still a need of 
political organization.   
The thesis is, that untypical work is becoming typical. Precarisation of work and lives are 
more and more – not only in southern Europe – spreading to the whole society. What has 
been reality quite long already for women, young people, single parents, migrants, asylum 
seekers and the elderly becomes now in the crisis everyday life for nearly all.  
The union reacted with some delay to this development, their form of organization is rather 
traditional, but they began to adapt and invent initiatives and sections on organizing 
precarious work. 

Austria‘s union of private employees‘ section work@flex: „initiative for people working in atypical 
employment“ (one-woman-companies,…)

Union of municipality 
employees and union of 
culture (art, music, sports and 
free professions) (fusion in 
2009, 155.000 members)

„Fair instead of prekär!“ Santa 
Precaria -action day 2012 by the 
unions  

How do the unions 
cope with the new 
forms of labour? 
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Many precarious jobs have the effect of dissolution of the separation of working time and 
free time. This and the multiple responsabilities entail a difficulty of compatibility of wage-, 
political- and reproductive labour. The exchange of practical and useful strategies has been 
developed.  

Still loving activism -
Conference in Vienna 
2010;
As well as reflection 
on compatibility of 
wage-, political- and 
reproductive labour

Congress „Solidaric economy“ (2009, 2013 –
1000 participants) – Debating theories and 
presenting  ways of alternative economic forms

Examples of theoretical and practical reflection and networking
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Practical examples of collective initiatives: 

Pay Nothing 
Shop 

(since 2005 in 
Vienna)

„REDISTRIBUTED“ – companionship for exchange 
and redistribution by KPÖ (since dec 2012)

First Gratis Bazar 
in a Vienna 
neighbourhood-
center (since 
2005)

Examples of initiatives of barter and gift economy
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There are various forms of precarity and a certain “hierarchy” of precarious workers can be 
observed. There evolved new forms of  labour in the creative industries and  IT who are 
working in atypical employment but are often rather well off compared to other work areas. 
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The most precarised ones in this “hierarchy” are undocumented and even illegalized 
workers, most of them being migrants. Since November 2012 refugees organized a protest 
camp in a park and in a church in Vienna to demand their rights – amongst them the right to 
work and be able to take care for themselves.  

Undocumented work / right to work

Vienna Refugee camp and
church occupation (Nov 2012 –
spring 2013) 7

 
 
Another example of a precarious labour struggle in Vienna – the “Initiative Waste 
Counselling” is fighting since summer 2012 (now also in front of the court) against the 
employer, the City of Vienna, for regular working contracts (against the insecure 
employment as pseudo-1woman-companies).  

„We are not waste“

Example of a precarious labour struggle against
employer – the City of Vienna (since June 2012): 

„Initiative Waste counselling“ 
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As a possible strategy of fighting precarity has always been considered the concept of an 
unconditional basic income. In dependence on it the Communist Party of Austria has 
developed the “Basic Energy Security Campaign” which I want to present here.  

Basic Energy Security campaign 
(launched by KPÖ in 2008)

Media action 
against energy – lockouts 

in front of the Vienna energy company 9

 
 

Basic Energy Security
necessary and feasible – one way to 

fight precarity and poverty

 
The basic energy security concept is a way to fight poverty and precarity. It’s meant to 
improve people’s living conditions, and strengthen therefore social participation and 
possibilities to stand in for their rights.  
Austria’s Communist Party has been raising a campaign for basic energy security, which has 
been launched in 2008. It deals with important and formerly underestimated – at least in the 
Austrian radical Left - ecological questions connected with social questions.  
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The initial point of the campaign has been the growing energy poverty.  
Energy poverty is defined as absence or lack of access to energy infrastructure in developing 
countries, especially of people in rural areas and the dependence on traditional and/or 
polluting and risky forms of energy. On the other hand it is defined as form of poverty in 
industrialized nations, were there is infrastructure and theoretical access. There is the 
definition of energy poverty, if more than 10% of a household income has to be used for 
energy – heating, cooking, light, warm water – the very fundamental energy needs so to say, 
energy for communication and education is not even included there. 

„Energy poverty“

• Definition (GB): more than 10% of household 
income for energy (in order to have a room 
temperature of 21 C/18 C – fundamental 
needs)

• In Austria 3% of population doesn‘t have light 
and heating. That means 219.000 people sit in 
cold and dark flats. 
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Households with smaller income do have to use a higher part of this income on housing and 
energy 

% of household income on energy and housing 
in the income-quarters (AUT)
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Even worse is the relation in households of single parents and pensioners – in the lowest 
income part there you have nearly the half of the income spent on housing and energy.  
Energy prices are rising rapidly, 45% in Austria in the period from 2003-2009 for gas and 
electricity, heating oil even 150%. To compare: the median netto income per year raised only 
17%.  
The social realities behind all those figures are of course even more dramatic: 
Cold flats, no warm water and insufficient nutrition bring health problems. Lacking 
communication and education possibilities bring socio-economic consequences and social 
isolation. Every year there are injuries and even deaths in cases of fires caused by candles 
used for light or open fires for heating or cooking inside the flats. 
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In Austria the energy companies as well as politics are completely ignorant towards energy 
lockouts even in winter. In Belgium e.g. there are no lockouts in winter, the minister of 
economics provides small amounts of energy for income weak households for free, the 
United Nations have declared the years 2014-2024 the “period of Sustainable Energy for 
All”. In various European countries there are “energy saving mentoring programmes” but 
those good advices frequently come to late. People being indebted because of their 
everyday-expenses cannot afford to buy a enery saving new washing machine.  
Also often the support is bound to a proof of one’s necessity, this shall be overcome.  
 
A basic energy security system 
Would include:  

 Everyone. Every household would have a free basic energy delivery (Vienna’s 
workers’ association defines about 2.700 kilowatt hours electricity and 800 cubic 
metres for a 60 square metre household – would amount to about EUR 1.000) – 
there would be needed a concretization and flexible adaption depending on different 
factors like location of the flat, standard of the building, heating system and different 
forms of energy being used as well as number of household members. Separately 
dealt with should second flats and houses 

 
There shall be no controls or bureaucratic requirements. It should be free for all. Here 
arouses often the debate on the social fairness of such a system,  as also the rich get this 
free amount of energy, but the argument is that redistribution has to function at other 
spots: 
 

 The ecological as well as redistributional aim in the basic energy security concept is 
to avoid the comparatively high present basic fee for energy that burdens low usage 
and supports high and wasting usage 

 Furthermore will the usage that exceeds the basic energy be priced progressively, 
that means, the more one uses the higher get the prices.  

 

Basic Energy Security – the pricing model
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„100%“ is the basic energy provided for free to all 13
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 The concept proposes: If people use even less than the basic energy they get the rest 
back 

 

 Additionally there have to be found ways of making renewable and sustainable 
energy forms socially responsible attractive 

 

 The model should be financed through special taxes on profits of oil companies 
(“Robin Hood Tax” – exists in USA and Italy), additional value added tax for gas- and 
electricity companies, the additional taxes resulting from the heating oil price 
development and the progressive pricing on the energy usage 

 

 Calculation of costs would be (AUT, state 2008):  
 

Basic Energy Security - Costs
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Gas

other energy 
forms
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1,3 billions EUR for electricity 
0,7 billions EUR for gas 
1,4 billions EUR for other forms of energy 
 
Sum: 3,4 billions 
-> 3,43 mio households in Austria – every household 1000 EUR 
(-> matches approximately with Austrian military budget) 
 

 Financing could look like this (state 2008) 
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OMV special profit absorption 
40%

other oil companies - special 
profit absorption 40%

Value added tax of 40% on gas-
and electricity companies 

Additional taxes heating oil

Progressive energy prices

Basic Energy Security - Financing
of the model
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Special tax of 40% on profit of oil companies could bring 1 billion EUR 
Value added tax of 40% on gas- and electricity companies would make another billion 
500 mio additional taxes heating oil 
Rest: progressive pricing 
 

 Precondition is that energy companies are public (partly privatizations, etc have to 
be revised) 

 
 

 Secure and Safe energy  
Delivery must be guaranteed 
Regional energy production and democratization of the same is a goal 
Environmental and climate friendly production also 
No military force for delivery 
No nuclear energy 
 
 
This concept aims to combine social, ecological questions and aims to bring 
democratizing effects as well as a climate change. Also the additional value and 
usefulness of public, shared goods shall be brought up.  
 

It’s time not just to defend what is at risk of privatization but to change the way of energy 
production and supply and redistribute! If we just demand the minimum we don’t even get 
that.  
Together with the concept of basic unconditional income, free public transport, free culture, 
free health care and education for all it could be one step towards a society of solidarity and 
democracy.  


