
The European Union has reached an historical turning point.  

European political leaders and the economic and financial 

elites have taken advantage of the crisis to impose their own 

unjust, neoliberal and antidemocratic order.   

 Dozens of European social movements from East, West, 

North and South have recognised this silent, on-going coup 

d’état; they have rejected it and protested...  but so far, they 

have mostly done so in their own national contexts. 

 We cannot win a European battle in a purely national frame-

work. To stop and reverse the elitist takeover, social movements 

must join hands across European borders, denounce their 

common adversaries and organise joint action based on their 

own proposals. 

Now, trade unions 

and confederations, 

social and ecolo-

gical movements, 

NGOs and research groups have come together in the Alter 

Summit (the alternative summit) to make their wish for a 

democratic, social and ecological Europe a reality. 

 The Alter Summit is led by the social movements, but we 

also accept the political forces which support our demands. 

Personalities who support our appeal are welcome. 

 We are asking all organisations and politicians to fight with 

us if they share the spirit and the fundamental analysis 

summarised in our “Call”.

BUILDING A UNIFIED MOVEMENT FOR A DEMOCRATIC, SOCIAL AND ECOLOGICAL EUROPE

Another eUroPe noW !
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Today we are witnessing a major historical turning point in the European Union. European leaders 

are taking advantage of the crisis to impose a neoliberal order against the ideal of a democratic, 

social and ecological Europe.

The face of Europe is changing 

with dire consequences for citizens 

and for the future of the European 

project itself. This ”silent revolution” 

– as  Barroso himself calls it – is 

taking place through unprecedented 

activism at the legal-institutional level: 

proliferation of rules on fiscal matters 

and wages, higher thresholds of requirement of these rules, tougher penalties and an increasing 

automatization of their implementation.

The Treaty on ”stability, coordination and governance” stemming from the European Council of 

January, 30, 2012, toughens the austerity measures, at a time when the context of a crisis at least 

as severe as that of the 1930’s, augmented by an unprecedented environmental crisis, instead 

calls for the preservation of jobs and public investment rather than toughening austerity measures. 

The European Commission will be entitled to compel the States in the exercise of such a central 

prerogative to democratic life as the budget,  if it considers that policies do not conform to its or the 

ECOFIN Council’s vision.

The AlterSummit was 
formed in March 2012.  
Its founders and supporters 
have come together on 
the basis of the 
“Call for an Alter Summit” 
(see www.altersummit.eu). “This ”silent revolution” 

– as Barroso himself calls it – is a threat 
to welfare and democracy.”

“Austerity policies are 
leading to a widespread 
recession. The social 
situation is deteriorating.”

How we build 
the Alter Summit
The Alter Summit was 
born in the spirit of the 
European Social Forum: 
it continues the struggle 
for “another Europe”, 
but it neither repeats nor 
replaces the ESF. 
 It’s a semi-open net-
work of organizations. 
All organizations are 
welcome, so long as 
they share the CALL 
and accept the working 
method (see charter on 
the website). 
 It is a network of orga-
nisations, not individuals. 
We call, however, for the 
support of political per-
sonalities, but we do not 
want that they “represent” 
us and we do not want 
political parties inside the 
network. 

Excerpts from ”the Call for an Alter Summit”:
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In 2010 a second banking crisis began in Europe. Now, austerity policies jointly conducted in all the 

European countries are leading to a widespread recession. The social situation is deteriorating, and 

in some countries collapsing.

 These developments are the most serious denial of democracy that Europe has experienced since 

the end of World War II. European citizens are subjected to punitive policies when everyone knows 

that this crisis comes mainly from the greed of the banks, from financial markets, from the complicity 

or the laxity of political leaders who were supposed to control them.Two decades of competitiveness 

are weighing heavily on wages and taxation...

 We say ”Enough”! We refuse these politicies, they flout democracy, they have plunged Europe into 

a particularly severe economic crisis. They awaken xenophobic demons that the creation of Europe 

was in principle intended to eradicate. We want to improve the European social model and defend 

the people, not banks, corporations, and their main shareholders.

 ...Alternatives exist. We must change the balance of power and become strong enough to imple-

ment these alternatives and devise political processes in order to bring back the European project on 

the track of democracy, social and ecological progress. The alternative summit we call for will be a 

first step towards achieving these goals. 

“This crisis comes mainly 
from the greed of the banks, 
from financial markets, from 
the complicity or the laxity of 
political leaders.”

From here to 
the Alter Summit 
– A roadmap
The process (of building 
the Alter Summit began 
in the Spring of 2012). 
Firenze 10+10 is an 
important step to which 
we are totally committed.   
 The Alter Summit’s 
mobilisation will take place 
from the launch in Firenze 
(on Nov 10th) and continues 
through the Alternative’s 
Summit itself, in Athens or 
elsewhere, in late spring 2013. 
 But a lot will happen 
before that:

1. We will support and 
 help the convergence of 
 the national struggles 
 – beginning with the 
 “cross border strike”  
 on November 14th. 

2. Later, in January or 
 February 2013, we hope 
 to see national events 
 under the slogan 
 ”Another Europe Now!”
 These events build the 

mobilization of the Alter 
Summit, and enable the 
”mass” of activists to get 
involved.

3. One or more common 
 days of action – beginning 
 with demos or public 
 actions on Saturday 
 March 23rd in Brussels 
 (Spring Summit of the 
 EU) and Frankfurt (and 
 elsewhere?) Probably 
 preceded by an important 
 conference on Friday 
 22nd. And with as many 
 actions or demos as possi-

ble elsewhere in Europe. 

“We want to 
improve the 
European social 
model and defend 
the people, not 
banks, corpora-
tions, and their 
main shareholders.”
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Another 
eUroPe 
noW !

Join us now!
Groups and 
organisations that 
support the Call for 
the Alter Summit 
and want to 
contribute by 
participating in its 
work, supporting it 
financially or simply 
signing the call are 
welcome. The fight 
for a democratic, 
social and ecological 
Europe concerns 
us all. 

Please get in touch: 
info@altersummit.eu  

Read more on 
the website: 
www.altersummit.eu

Facebook: 
Alter Summit
 

Why an Alter Summit? 
European political, business and financial leaders are using the excuse of the crisis to impose 

policies beneficial only to themselves. They are waging class warfare – against welfare policies, 

social rights and democratic practice. Their offensive is unprecedented in the history of the Euro-

pean Union. 

 The peoples of Europe show huge resistance to this “silent revolution” (or to this ‘coup d’état) 

– but as power is centralised (in Frankfurt, Brussels and Washington(IMF)), local or national 

struggles fail to impose a U-turn to the “austeritarian” policies.  People who struggle separately 

are defeated one by one. The Alter Summit seeks convergence of social movements to meet this 

challenge and set Europe on a different course.

What is the Alter Summit? 
The Alter Summit is an event as well as a continuing process of political and practical conver-

gence of all the forces throughout Europe that refuse the EU’s present direction and are determi-

ned to achieve a democratic, ecological and social Europe. 

 The goal is to create momentum through a variety of common – although sometimes geogra-

phically separate – actions and to organise an Alternative Summit that can reach consensus on 

political objectives. 

Who supports the Alter Summit?
More than a hundred organisations have signed up to the Alter Summit (see website), including 

trade unions and confederations (both at European and national level) ; social movements (eco-

logical, feminist, anti-poverty, youth, alter-globalisation...) ; academic networks  as well as a great 

many ad hoc organisations that have arisen because of the crisis.  

 It can claim the support of a large and diverse group of Europeans such as Stéphane 

hessel, Susan George, Andy Storey, Bernard Stiegler, Carlos Taibo, Gaspar M. Tamàs, ken Loach,       

Riccardo Petrella, Slavoj Zizek, Raffaella Bolini, Tariq Ali, Toni Negri, Elisabeth Gauthier, 

Jan kavan, Jean Ziegler and many others.
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