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Evaluation of EP elections in Hungary in 2014
The ruling right wing Fidesz gained an overwhelming victory in the EP elections: the
ruling party acquired 51.49% of the votes in the low; only 28.92% turnout and 12
MEPs will be sent to the EP out of Hungary’s total seats of 21. The ruling party
improved its outcome by almost 8 percentage points compared to the results in the
national elections last April, while Jobbik reached the second place with 14.68%,
which means 3 seats in the European Parliament.
The turnout was below the all-time worst, though PM Viktor Orban drew the attention
to Hungary’s highest participation rate among the six Central European countries...
Fidesz has the better results among the European People's Party (since it won the
biggest share). According to Orban the MEPs must represent the interests of
Hungarians. “Everybody should fight, I welcome the [freedom] fighters”. He
congratulated to all MEPs regardless of the party colors. Then he called up the MEPs
to serve the Hungarians with honor.
The real surprise is the appearance of the left-liberal forces: the MSZP reaching
10.92% of the votes slipped to the third place, which means only two EP-seats, while
the Democratic Coalition led by ex-PM Ferenc Gyurcsany causing serious surprise
reached 9.76%, which means also two EP seats. Immediately behind them the party
of ex-PM Gordon Bajnai, the Together 2014-PM has 7.22%, which represent one EPseat.
MSZP party chairman, Attila Mesterházy has offered his resignation to the
Presidency of the Socialist Party National Board. He said: “We sadly noted the
election results, we are disappointed, we expected better results.” “This result is a
new lesson to the Socialist Party”, he added in a press conference last night. One
thing is sure: this result also affects the local elections in next September. The
Budapest results show that the Socialist Party has lost its leadership in the opposition
of the capital, so Csaba Horváth certainly will not be the main mayoral candidate.
Power relations within the left-liberal Unity have thoroughly been changed since the
MSZP lost the previous leading position, the previously dismembered Gyurcsany
fragmented the left voters. The MSZP gained only 27 thousand votes over
Democratic Coalition, while the latter has only 58 thousand votes less, than Together
2014-PM alliance.
LMP passing through the threshold (5.01%) may send one representative to Brussels
meanwhile - again, this is the third time in the history of the party that it exceeded the
5% limit at the end. András Schiffer Co-Chair called heroic work done in the
campaign, and the success is another important step in the party-building, adding:
„We will work in order that the European policies should not be at the mercy of
different economic lobby groups.”
However, from this moment MSZP cannot neglect the new left-wing parties with a
„single wave” referring to the „narrow core”. It is no coincidence that Gyurcsany last
night brought up the coming municipal election, stating. „If we want to replace the
mayor in Budapest, or in the major cities we are to unite.” The Democratic Coalition
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has been the strongest party in Budapest and in several other towns and cities, so it
can send two MEPs to the European Parliament.
It was not easy to beat the MSZP – Gabor Vona said, because in the election
campaign Jobbik was strongly attacked. But he thinks the Jobbik cannot be crushed.
We have not been cracked up today, but the MSZP had been - he said. Jobbik has
become challenging Fidesz, "we remained the last resort." While the Fidesz helps the
rich, the Jobbik is on the side of the fallen. Vona congratulated Jobbik’s MEPs:
Krisztina Morvai, Zoltan Balczó and Béla Kovács as well.
We will be the first - Vona said. He promises hard work (for themselves), requested
the EP representatives to do so and gave the word to Morvai. „I am proud and happy
because I am Hungarian and I know that Hungary will never be made dictatorship
again - she started. According to her, the press and the media are under total control.
It turned out that the intelligence is under the direct management of the prosecution.
According to Morvai the hundreds of thousands of voters showed that the fifties
cannot be brought back in Hungary. Morvai thanked the victory also to the internet,
saying: “I'm glad that it could not have been controlled.”
Results of EUP elections in Hungary on 25 May 2014 announced by National
Election Office (NVI):
FIDESZ-KDNP (Hungarian Civic Union): 51,49% (12 MEP)
1. Ildikó Gáll-Pelcz MEP
2. József Szájer MEP
3. László Tőkés MEP
4. Tamás Deutsch MEP
5. András Gyürk MEP
6. Kinga Gál MEP
7. György Schöpflin MEP
8. Norbert Erdős
9. Andrea Bocskor
10. Andor Deli
11. Ádám Kósa MEP
12. György Hölvényi
Jobbik (Movement for a Better Hungary): 14,68% (3 MEP)
1. Krisztina Morvai MEP
2. Zoltán Balczó
3. Béla Kovács MEP
MSZP (Hungarian Socialist Party): 10,92% (2 MEP)
1. Tibor Szanyi
2. István Ujhelyi
Democratic Coalition (DK): 9,76% (2 MEP)
1. Csaba Molnár
2. Péter Niedermüller
Egyutt-PM (Together 2014): 7,22% (1 MEP)
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1. Benedek Jávor
Politics Can Be Different (LMP): 5,01% (1 MEP)
1. Tamás Meszerics
*******
Summary of the EP elections in Hungary
1.) Many citizens believe that on April 6 at the parliamentary elections they have
fulfilled their obligations. Therefore, many people have accrued to the question why
the EU Parliament and the national election were not held at the same time. If it is
held in two different Sundays, the people could easily reply that they do not sacrifice
their two rest days.
2.) The European Union is very far from the vast majority of the 8 million eligible
voters. There is a widely spread belief that mainly the elite will benefit from the EU
fundings, which are spent on new urban centers, fountains, decorative coatings.
3.) EU funding has not created new jobs, and the EU has not proved very effective in
crisis management. The EU clearly followed a restriction policy, and it could not elicit
any particular sympathy for the Hungarians. The EU election was in no way about the
future of the EU and Hungary's 21 seats can have little meaningful influence on the
functioning of the EU Parliament. In addition, there was no information on what the
parties want to achieve when the mandates become reality.
4.) Thus, many citizens tend to think that domestic policy is more at stake. Low
turnout is also an immediate judgment on how things are going in Hungary. Behind
the massive absenteeism a rebel against the existing order may also be discovered.
5.) The anti-EU rhetoric of Fidesz leaders who are constantly speaking about
freedom struggle against the EU because „Brussels limits Hungary’s national
sovereignty and interferes into our country’s internal affairs.” It would have been a
miracle if under such government rhetoric more people would have gone out to vote.
6.) The low participation explains almost total lack of EUP elections campaign, as
well.
Budapest, 26 May 2014
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