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   In the context of a multidimensional crisis of such 
depth, there are new potentialities of cooperation 
between critical researchers and the European Left, as 
well as an emergency to build political and intellectual 
dynamics - not only in favor of a breach with the 
neoliberal logic, but also to contribute in providing 
alternatives. The struggle for a new cultural 
hegemony has become crucial in both the intellectual 
and political fields. With the launch of the Akademia 
network in 2012, transform! undertook to foster an 
independent, flexible and fruitful cooperation 
framework for critical researchers from across Europe 
towards the achievement of this goal.  
 
   To this end, we set up a virtual platform conceived 
as an intranet with limited access where Akademia’s 
members can interact, share information/publications 
and develop common projects1

 

. At the present time, 
three working groups tackling issues as diverse as 
economy, history or sciences and democracy are 
active in the Akademia network. The flexible structure 
of the network allows for creating new working 
groups, depending on critical research’s needs. In the 
year 2013 alone, a significant number of activities was 
undertaken – from the organization of workshops to 
the publication of Working Papers –, always with 
European added value.  

   This report aims at providing information on the 
activities led by the different Akademia working 
groups and, of course, at bringing the project to the 
attention of those potentially interested – thus 
inviting them to come on board.  
 
Transform! Economists Working Group (TEWG) 
 
   The TEWG’s kick-off activity gathered 22 participants 
from 8 European countries in Paris on 11-12 April 
2013. It took the form of a workshop dedicated to the 
State of the European Crisis, the Left Alternatives to 
                                                           
1 http://www.akademia-left.org 
To be granted an access, contact Maxime Benatouil: 
benatouil@transform-network.net  

the Current Crisis Management, as well as to the 
analysis of the so-called “Competitiveness Shock”. A 
full report, available in English and in French, is to be 
found on the transform! website2

 

. It lists the outcome 
of the discussion, political recommendations, and 
working perspectives to be developed further. 
Moreover, individual contributions presented and 
discussed at the workshop are to be found on the 
Akademia Internal Website. 

   A well-balanced representation of academics from 
across Europe enabled the TEWG to address the 
growing differentiation between a self-proclaimed 
“Core Europe” and the “Periphery”, as well as the 
needed proposals towards the formation of broad 
coalitions for changing Europe. As the result of the 
workshop’s fruitful deliberations, the working group 
decided to tackle the issue of productive 
reconstruction, with a special focus on the Southern 
EU countries. 
 
   The 25th annual conference of the European 
Association for Evolutionary Political economy 
(EAEPE) held in Paris in early November 2013, a very 
important heterodox event, was the occasion for the 
TEWG to bring together different views on productive 
reconstruction within the framework of an 
international conference and to discuss further the 
implementation of policies to ensure the productive 
reconstruction of Southern Europe3

 
.  

   In this respect, the last edition of the transform! 
Journal (#13) published the contribution of Mario 
Pianta4

                                                           
2 http://transform-network.net/focus/crisis-in-europe-crisis-of-
europe/news/detail/Programm/state-of-the-european-crisis-
competitiveness-shock-alternatives.html 

, who concluded the second panel of the 
TEWG at the EAEPE conference.  The Professor of 
Economic Policy and coordinator of the Euro-PEN 

3 http://transform-network.net/blog/archive-
2013/news/detail/Blog/report-the-transform-economists-working-group-
at-the-eaepe-conference.html 
4 http://transform-network.net/journal/issue-
132013/news/detail/Journal/an-industrial-policy-for-europe.html 
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network put proposals on the table as regards with the content of a European industrial policy capable of  
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leading the EU out of the crisis through a massive 
increase in demand creating quality jobs and ensuring 
the ecological transition. 

     

    
   Sigfrido Ramirez, facilitator of the Akademia 
network and researcher at the University of 
Copenhagen, recently wrote a Working Paper 
gathering numerous progressive proposals to exit 
from the crisis through a social and ecological 
productive reconstruction of Europe – including some 
of the recommendations put forward by the TEWG –, 
as well as an in-depth analysis of the position 
occupied by industrial policies within the European 
institutional architecture5

 
.  

   The TEWG is currently working on the preparation 
of a larger event on this topic scheduled to take place 
towards the end of 2014. The idea is to include 
partners (e.g. from the European trade unions) to 
identify progressive common grounds for a 
reindustrialization at the level of the social, 
environmental and democratic challenges at stake. 
 
   Moreover, and in the aftermath of the Conference 
“Together we can put an End to Debt and Austerity 
Problems in Europe” organized together with the 
European Left and held in Brussels on April 10th, 
transform! will gather the contributions and put them 
online in a dossier provided for that purpose. 
 
 
   The TEWG is composed of about 50 economists from 
15 European countries. For more information, feel free 
to contact the Akademia team and/or the coordinator 
of the Group: Elena Papadopoulou (Economist, 
Scientific Advisor to the SYRIZA group in the Greek 
parliament) 
 
                                                           
5 Ramirez S., Benatouil M., From Industrial Policy to a European Productive 
Reconstruction, Discussion Paper No. 3, Transform! Europe, April 2014 
http://transform-network.net/focus/discussion-
papers/news/detail/Programm/from-industrial-policy-to-a-european-
productive-reconstruction.html 

   Throughout the year, the TEWG participated in 
numerous initiatives launched by progressive networks 
close to transform! – such as the EuroMemo Group 
conference 2013  held in London in late September 
and the European Progressive Economists (euro-pen) 
Forum held in Brussels on March 24th gathering 
economists and MEPs from the GUE/NGL, the 
Socialists & Democrats and the Greens. 
 
WG Sciences, Society and Democracy 
 
The Working Group aims at elaborating proposals for a 
Left policy of science, driven by the seminal notion of 
democracy. The Working Group started its activities 
with comprehensively addressing the situation thanks 
to a questionnaire about the relations, throughout 
Europe, between science and society – within the 
framework of the global crisis. How similar, or 
dissimilar, are the scientific policies and their 
implementations strategies in all European countries? 
What are the consequences on science (loss of 
diversity, disappearance of the values of science, 
increased submission to dominant countries, to 
dominant paradigms?); on scientific workers (loss of 
autonomy, precariousness, competitiveness?); and 
what are the resistances against these 
transformations?  
 
   The following question has also been at the core of 
the Working Group’s since the very beginning: what 
science for what democracy, and what democracy for 
what science? Janine Guespin-Michel, Professor 
Emerita of Biology at the University of Rouen, 
provided a major analysis of these issues – paving the 
way for the creation of the Working Group6

 
.  

                                                           
6 http://transform-network.net/journal/issue-
102012/news/detail/Journal/what-science-for-what-democracy.html 



 

 

   On 31 January and 1st February 2014, the group 
organized a two-day conference in Madrid together 

with European partners such as Espaces Marx 
(France), Europe for Citizens Foundation (FEC – Spain),      
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the Foundation for Marxist Studies (FIM – Spain, the 
European parliamentary group GUE/NGL7

 

, the Party of 
the European Left (EL), and transform!  

   Entitled “University, Research and Science in 
Europe: Resistances and Alternatives”, the European 
conference aimed at addressing the disastrous 
consequences of the neoliberal management of 
research and university policies, as well as to raise 
awareness about the national resistances throughout 
the continent and to push for alternatives and 
proposals at the European level. 
 
   The first day was dedicated to the consequences of 
the implementation of Bologna reforms and hosted a 
discussion on how another university system should 
look like and the proposals to get there, while the 
second day focused on the effects of the Lisbon and 
EU 2020 strategies on the national research policies 
and the resistances to this process8

 
. 

   A Working Paper gathering the results of the fruitful 
debates that occurred at the conference will be issued 
by transform! within the next months. Marc 
Delepouve, Professor and unionist SNESUP, will write 
this comprehensive analysis of what Left project for 
research in Europe could look like and coordinate its 
circulation for review among the Working Group. 
 
WG History 
 
   The idea of an Akademia Working Group dedicated 
to History is to be found in the project initiated in 
2009 by the European parliament to promote an 
official narrative of the European integration by 
creating a House of European History (HEH). The 

                                                           
7 MEP Marie-Christine Vergiat (Front de Gauche – France) contributed to 
the funding of the conference and participated in the collective work. 
8 http://transform-network.net/en/blog/blog-
2014/news/detail/Blog/university-science-and-research-european-
resistances-and-alternatives.html 

Working Group members share the idea that the 
History of Europe should go beyond the Manichean 
view put forward by the HEH and, more importantly, 
pull their weight in the debate in regards with the 
ideological structure of the permanent exhibition – as 
a museum is always a negotiated reality (Jeanne 
Cannizzo). 
 
   In March 2013, transform! organized a workshop 
with historians who collaborate with the member 
foundations of its network. The central question was 
how to elaborate critical approaches to the public 
usages of history and particularly vis-à-vis the 
creation of the HEH. The honorary MEP and member 
of the HEH board Francis Wurtz presented the project 
aiming at constituting a European public identity and 
the challenges it poses for the Left, if it were to be 
banned from the discussions confronting different 
interpretations of History9

 
. 

On 14 February 201410

 

, while gathering for a strategic 
meeting, the Akademia Working Group History 
decided to organize a one-day conference dealing 
with the EU plan to create an official narrative of 
European history through the establishment of the 
House of European History (HEH). Gilles Pécout, Chair 
of the History Department at the Ecole Normale 
Supérieure (ENS – Paris) offered that the conference 
could take place at the premises of the ENS towards 
the end of 2014. The objectives of the conference will 
be to analyze the developments of the HEH project on 
the one hand and to present an alternative narrative 
on the other hand.  

   The Akademia Working Group considers that it is in 
its best interest to criticize constructively the project 
                                                           
9 http://transform-network.net/en/blog/archive-
2013/news/detail/Blog/looking-for-the-red-thread-in-the-public-history-
of-contemporary-europe.html 
10 See the report written by Sigfrido Ramirez:  
http://transform-network.net/blog/blog-2014/news/detail/Blog/the-red-
thread-of-alternative-historiography.html 



 

 

in order to contribute to a more balanced, scientific 
and dialectical public history of 20th century Europe.  
This will also be the occasion to create a larger 

network beyond historians (archivist, museums) to 
monitor on the public uses of History in Europe.
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   The second part of the conference, dedicated to the 
presentation of an alternative narrative of European 
history, will be based on Sia Agnostopoulou’s draft 
“Plan for a History of Europe”. The text is available in 
French and in English on the Akademia platform. The 
Akademia History Working Group will collectively 
comment and amend the draft in order to make it a 
collective working paper by the end of 2014, when the 
conference will be held.  
 
   This collective work could be the basis of a virtual 
exhibition on contemporary European history. This 
idea was proposed at the Paris workshop by Serge 
Wolikow. If its content and design remain to be 
deepened, the broad idea is here: a website could 
host a Left vision of an alternative European narrative, 
from the Revolutions (as suggested by Sia 
Agnostopoulou, starting point: the French, Serbian 
and Greek revolutions) up to the Euro crisis, giving a 
special room to relevant times for the Left, the trade 
unions and the social movements. Besides, members 
of the WG will be asked to select a focus, depending 
on their 
respective specialty, and to study it in-depth. In 
practice, this would mean that the virtual exhibition 
on contemporary European history will offer both a 
global alternative narrative of European history and 
several analyses on specific topics (e.g. Spanish civil 
war, 1968, etc.) decided by the Akademia History 
Workshop. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
IN SHORT… 
Newsfeed from the Akademia Network: 
 
   On December 13th, representatives of transform! 
and the Akademia Network met up with critical 
researchers from across Spain at the premises of 
Izquierda Unida in Madrid. The exchange was positive 
and fruitful. The possibilities to develop further 
collaborations in the near future were explored. More 
coming up soon… 
 
Feel free to contact us if you want to promote new 
projects, develop new working groups within the 
framework of Akademia or join already existing 
ones. 
 
Currently, the following working groups are being 
worked out: 
 
   - Precariousness  
   - Trade Unions in the Euro Crisis 
   - European Perceptions in the Crisis 
   - The crisis of the European Social Democracy 
   - The path of the Radical Left in Europe 
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For further information or any request, 
Contact the AKADEMIA team: 
 
Elisabeth Gauthier: 
Member of transform! Managing Board 
Director of Espaces Marx 
elgauthi(at)internatif.org 
 
Elena Papadopoulou 
Economist, Member of the TEWG 
Scientific Advisor to the SYRIZA Group in Parliament 
elena.papadopoulou(at)gmail.com 
 
Sigfrido Ramirez: 
Facilitator of the Akademia network 
Researcher at the University of Copenhagen  
academia(at)transform-network.net 
 
Maxime Benatouil: 
Project Assistant at transform! 
In charge of the Akademia network 
benatouil(at)transform-network.net 
 

transform! issue a monthly newsletter with 
information about the activities of its network, 
members and observing members and about 
important initiatives of social movements it is taking 
part in.  

To sign up please refer to 
 http://transform-network.net/newsletter.html  
and select your favored language (EN, FR, DE, GR).  
 

Or send an email to: 
office(at)transform-network.net 
Don't forget to mention the language in which you 
want to receive the newsletter. 
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