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Charting the Greek radical left is not a simple task.  It is probably the most complicated political scene in Europe and that includes the countries which emerged from the so-called existing socialism some twenty years ago.  This is because of the factionalism among and within the organizations and parties that represent radical left politics in Greece.  
To begin with, although Synaspismos and the alliance SYRIZA are the most representative expression the Greek radical left, one should also include both the much smaller alliance of non parliamentary groups and organizations namely ANTARSIA and of course the much larger (formerly pro-Soviet) Communist Party (KKE).  
The following information, comments and thoughts focus primarily on SYN and SYRIZA, since, in addition to anything else, this is what is commonly understood as the “radical left” in the country.  
1. The concept of transformation.
Conceptualizing transformation is key to understanding the nature, the inner workings and the dynamics of the Greek Radical Left.  The aim of superseding capitalism is of course part of the Radical Left’s identity in Greece.  The overwhelming majority of SYN and almost all of SYRIZA aspire to this goal.  The exception to this rule is the so-called Renovated Wing of SYN, which is in essence identified with the mainstream (already old fashioned) politics, ideology and strategy of the new and modernizing social democracy.  
However, there is no doubt that the content of the “transformation”, the frequency of its use as well as what it connotes, varies.  Thus, for example while in the case of SYN the reference to “transformation” is often used as the basis for cohesion among the party’s left majority and to demarcate itself from the party’s reformist minority, the reference to transformation also connotes the humanist transition of Marxism (with its reference to “emancipation”, etc.) while the KKE’s reference denotes a kind of nostalgia for the regimes of existing socialism in Central and Eastern Europe.  At the same time, SYN considers that a clear reference and commitment to “anti-systemic” strategies which has been a demarcating debate within SYRIZA, has to be politically irrelevant.  
In sum, SYN, the party of the “Radical Renovative Left” as it likes to call itself, is the largest and the most dynamic organization of the Greek radical left.  However, its internal balance of power has not allowed it to develop a clear strategy for “transformation”.  At least tacitly and symbolically it appears to have remained within the limits and limitations of reformism and mild governmentalism.  However, there are increasingly frequent exceptions to this strategy, thanks primarily to the party’s participation in domestic urban and other movements for social justice (civil rights, “Social Forum”, etc).

The question of violence is of great relevance to the strategy for social transformation.  This question has become very pressing especially since the December 2008 uprising and the various terrorist acts since then.  In this context, SYN denounces blind violence.  However, one should not come to the conclusion that SYN, and even more so SYRIZA, are pacifist organizations.  In fact when faced with pressing questions from a hostile media – an all too common phenomenon – the answer is that historically violence is the choice of the establishment and not the “progressive left movement”.  
2. Agency of transformation.
If the general concept of transformation is vague and unsettled, the vital concept of “agency” is rather confusing.  

Given the peculiar development of the Greek social formation, (small scale industrialization, the key role of shipping and financial capital, the importance of tourism, etc) Greece is characterized by a rather unusual social stratification:  only in the last decade did wage labor surpass fifty percent of the active population; and the self employed as well as the petit commodity producers constitute a disproportionately large stratum.  Thus, reference to the agency of social transformation as in any traditional left rhetoric, is rather difficult in the Greek context.  In addition one should consider that the cleavages that lie at the base of the Greek Left historically are overdetermined by political divisions and ruptures (the civil war, the malfunctioning of Greek liberal democracy), which in the context of our post-modernist cultural environment creates even bigger obstacles for a clear social commitment of the Greek Radical Left.
Thus, the references of the Radical Left to social agency are not consistent.  Of course, it maintains a labor oriented rhetoric as it addresses the “working classes” and more recently, the ‘precarious’ workers (workers in insecure positions?) and the unemployed.  However, this reference is usually mixed with political references to political and other irrelevant social categories such as the “social movement” or to “progressive citizens”, to “youth”, to “people of culture and science” and even to small-entrepreneurs.  
At this point we have to say that the KKE differs in this area.  Although the KKE’s rhetoric makes frequent reference to the “working class”, its main reference to social agency is to “the people”.  At the same time fully in line with the traditional communist tradition, where no social initiative is politically significant unless it is controlled by “the party”, it often appears indifferent if not hostile to “social movements”.
We would argue that this above mentioned neglect by KKE is at the very least short sighted.  That is because during the last decade or so social movements (anti-racist, related to education, urban, ecological initiatives) have been very active, and although they do not have a “transformative vision” their action is clearly in opposition to the hegemonic political setting and the dynamic of the country.  This has been recognized by SYN and SYRIZA, who always consciously design their strategy in accordance with the dynamics of the social movements.  In fact since Genoa 2001, the Greek Radical Left has, without exception, actively participated in all of these.  
There is a genuine interest on the part SYN’s membership for political education and the Nicos Poulantzas Institute along with the Archives of Contemporary Social History, which are affiliated with the party, have taken several initiatives in that direction.  However, membership education, particularly with regard to knowledge of the history of Labor and Left movements has not been systematically organized.  This is rather strange since a number of academics and researchers who could undertake such work already participate in the Party’s Central Committee and serve on various committees.  

The relationship of the Radical Left to ecology and feminism is very close.  In fact they are part of its identity.  As far as SYN and even SYRIZA are concerned, while ecology plays a serious role in their political strategy and tactics, (in fact the party’s full name is the SYNaspismos/ Alliance of the Left, the Ecology and the Movements) feminism has remained to a large degree, only part of the rhetoric.

The conditions necessary for initiating a transformation process are far from being a reality.  However, as the recent draconian government measures are expected to change both the social conditions and exacerbate the chronic crisis of representation, the Greek Radical Left might find itself confronting new conditions on the political scene.  The question however, remains as to whether, given its organizational and strategic shortcomings, it will be able to take advantage of the present situation. 
3.  Spaces

The space or the locale where the transformation process is going to take place has been so far an explicit concern of the Radical Left.  However, if one reads between the lines of its rhetoric and practices, one can identify quite a range of positions from old fashion left wing nationalism, as a result of anti-imperialist commitments, to ultra cosmopolitanism, where references to national conditions are at best secondary in crafting political strategy.  Despite this puzzling trait of the Greek Radical Left one can say that an overall European / EU orientation (especially SYN) is a quite clear.  Needless to say, the KKE and a small number of organizations that are part of SYRIZA share a wholesale attitude of rejection towards the EU. 

Of course in the light of recent developments, a number of Radical Leftists argue for revisions of the EU treaties and its re-foundation in such a way that it will undermine the interests of capital and give more chances to the transformation strategies of Labor and the left. 
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