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Most opinion polls conducted in Denmark concerning the crisis and its effects have dealt with the crisis policies of the two major parliamentary blocs – the right-wing government bloc and the bloc of the centre-left opposition parties, here in particular the crisis policies proposed by the Social Democratic (SD) and Socialist People’s Party (SF) in unison, and the impact these policies have had with regard to changing popular support of the two blocs.  There are obvious reasons for this, as there is much focus on the right-wing government, which has been in power now since 2001, and the possibility of the opposition to oust the government at the coming general elections, which will be either in this or next year.
In mid-May the Social Democrats and SF announced their crisis plan a “fair solution”. On May 25 the Government and the extreme right-wing Danish People’s Party agreed on an austerity plan – the “restoration package” - for the next 3 years. Most in focus in the SD-SF plan is a proposed increase in weekly working hours of one hour – whereas the two parties avoid public sector cuts.  
The Government announced already in the beginning of 2010 its intention to propose austerity policies with 3 years of freeze/cuts in public spending with the aim to save 24 billion Danish kroner (around 3 billion Euros) in order to remove state debt built up over the past year (to a great extent because of tax reduction introduced by the Government). These policies have now materialized in an agreed plan with less public welfare cuts than originally envisaged (especially with regard to an announced freezing of pensions to the elderly – the Danish People’s Party having quite a lot of support here), but cuts in higher education and an increase in taxes, hitting in particular immigrants, families with over 2 children and wage earners, who will have the tax deduction of their fees to the trade unions cut by 50%, and the period they can receive unemployment benefit cut from 4 to 2 years.  This is the contribution of the Danish People’s Party to the plan. Cutting the period of unemployment benefit is a severe attack on workers’ security undermining effectively the Danish so-called flexicurity model.  With rising unemployment in Denmark and increasing difficulties to find new jobs in the productive sector as well as with expected lay-offs in the public sector, the trade unions have started preparing for protests next week. 
Judging from the opinion polls it is obvious that the Danish population accepts that there is a serious crisis, which has to be dealt with by the government, but it is also obvious that there are differences of opinion as to which kind of crisis policies are necessary and preferable.  Since the Government came up with a more concrete outline of the coming austerity plan earlier in May, the government parties dropped dramatically in the opinion polls.  There is a sharp reaction against public sector cuts. But it should be added that the drop in public support is also partly due to continuing and growing dissatisfaction with the performance in general of the Government and some of its Ministers in particular (the Foreign Minister who is also the Conservative party leader). 
The latest opinion poll by Megafon on May, 28, 2010, - and the first after the recent announcement of the new “restoration package” on May 25 - shows however, that not only the government parties but also the Danish People’s Party are now suffering dramatic drops in public support. In just a few days, the right-wing bloc of parties has dropped to 44% of the estimated votes with a rise to 56% of the four opposition parties. The extreme right-wing Danish People’s Party has lost 10 years of electoral increase. The big unskilled worker’s union 3F has initiated a campaign in the Danish press against the Danish People’s Party.
Compared to the previous opinion poll just 6 days previously on May 22, 2010, by Megafon for TV2 and Politiken, a major Danish daily, there is a remarkable and fundamental change. Then the opposition parties commanded 50.9% of the electoral vote, whereas the government bloc was down to 45.9% - around 5% lower than the results of the last parliamentary elections in 2007. If supported by the small Liberal Alliance party the government bloc would command 48.5% of the votes. Most of 2009 and until mid-May this year, the opposition parties had only a slight majority in the opinion polls with no guarantee of winning the next elections. This situation has changed now.
 There has been as well a recent opinion poll (May 20, 2010 – conducted by Megafon for Politiken and TV2) on the view of the electorate with regard to their preferences for next Prime Minister – a choice between the present Prime Minister Lars Løkke Rasmussen of “Venstre”, the Liberal Party, and the Social Democratic leader Helle Thorning-Schmidt, in which for the first time Helle Thorning-Schmidt is leading the poll by around 11% (48% to 37%). Earlier opinion polls have shown a clear preference for the Prime Minister as the one to be best at handling the economic crisis. Now the figure is even – 39%.  In April  (April 10, 2010 – an opinion poll by Rambøll Management/Analysis Denmark for “Jyllandsposten”, one of the main Danish daily papers) – just over a month ago – the two leaders had almost the same amount of support, but with a 5% lead in confidence to the Prime Minister with regard to his ability as a leader.  
The issue of the need for reforms and cuts as part of crisis policy does not seem to be addressed in the opinion polls, whereas this issue has been raised by at least a couple of the daily papers. Denmark is not severely hit by the crisis, the state budget deficit and debt is not alarming. Denmark is not part of the Euro – but has chosen to tie the Danish “Krone” to the euro. So the Danish government is not obliged to meet EU demands for cuts.  Recently (May 21, 2010) the Danish press reported that Denmark is now viewed by investors as the Switzerland of Europe.  So there is no risk for Denmark to become the next victim of the financial markets. It is in fact highly questionable whether the crisis policies put forward by either parliamentary bloc are really necessary. At any rate they will increase unemployment and may depress the economy in a situation where boosting it might be a better choice.
The debt originates in tax reduction to speed up consumption introduced by the Government last year.  On this background it is extraordinary that the Danish population has not put the blame on the Government for the increasing state debt and crisis, which the Government now aims to reduce by its austerity plan. According to an opinion poll of August 15, 2009, 63.8% out of 1,666 respondents in an analysis conducted by “Interresearch” blamed only the banks for the crisis, whereas only 14.8% blamed the government. But this is of course a popular perception, which may change as the concrete effects of the cuts are felt.
There have also been conducted polls on the position of the Danish population with regard to Euro membership. For a long time there has been a majority in favour of Danish participation in the Euro – a new referendum on this was previously announced by the Government to be expected within the short term. It is now postponed indefinitely, as the latest poll (May 12, 2010) shows that 50% of the voters are now opposed to Euro membership with 43% in favour.  On the other hand according to a Gallup poll on May 13, 2010, 71% of respondents would not mind the EU to check the economy of EU members states and put forward demands. 
The opinion poll by Rambøll Management on April 10, 2010, addresses as well popular opinion on public sector cuts – more precisely it asks the respondents that if cuts and a lowering of public sector services are necessary, in which areas they prefer the cuts to be. Here the vast majority (82.1% and 76.3% of all respondents respectively) chooses public administration and the military defence budget as the areas where cuts would harm the least. There is very little support for cuts in all other public service areas except for roads, bridges and public facilities (35.4%).
Three opinion polls on the SD/SF proposal to increase working hours show a clear majority of 50 to 60% of the respondents in favour of increasing working hours and 24 to 34% opposed. There is in particular opposition to the proposals in some of the trade unions.
Concluding remarks:

The opinion poll figures show that popular consciousness regarding the economic crisis and crisis policies is not particularly high in Denmark. In general people do not seem to link the economic crisis to the economic policies pursued by the right-wing government.  I.e. they do obviously not link the crisis to neo-liberalism. But there is a very clear public support of the public welfare system, which furthermore translates very fast into changes in electoral preferences. There is no doubt that the right-wing government will run into more problems when the austerity policies are put into effect. But it shows as well that the situation might not be so easy either for an alternative government after parliamentary elections as a new government would have some of the same pressures to comply with  - EU demands on the economy for example.
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