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To describe the Left, left of the Social Democracy in Austria the terms “Radical Left” are used and only “the Left” – these are the parts of society who work for a systemic change. There are the Communist Party, the feminist movement, the autonomous left, social movements, I will refer to later and there are also some leftist sects - mostly trotzkist, in migrants’ sector also maoist and Stalinist.The term “transformation” is not commonly used in Austria’s left spectrum, “system change” or “abolishing capitalism” is rather used. 

The Communist Party of Austria still aims at superseding capitalism. This is part of the programme as well as discussions and papers of the party. As the party is raising questions of distribution, social justice and feminist struggles it is pointing on a road – step for step towards abolishing capitalism. The claims the party makes are orientated along the contradictions of capital and work and contradictions between the genders. 
All demands have to be embedded in a radical analysis of the exististing circumstances of society. Nowadays we notice that basic demands like social security for everybody and defending social rights already do reach the limits of the capitalist system. Superseding capitalism is a main issue for the self- understanding of the organization and the members of the Communist Party of Austria. 

The terms “anti- capitalism are used as well as “communism” and “socialism” but the latter always combined with “democracy” in differentiation to the Stalinist concept of socialism. Anti- capitalism has always to be combined with feminism and internationalism. In the CP of Austria feminism plays a particular important role, as it has a worldwide unique women’s programme since 1997, as important as the general party programme itself. It is of particular value also for the party internal processes, we also still have to fight our own patriarchal behaviour. The party is included in Feminist alliances and networks, its female members are often multitasking and networking in diverse organisations and initiatives. The ecological- and climate question is part of the programme but still more on the paper and still not a cross sectional matter.  
There are no official factions within the party. Nontheless we have because of different social circumstances and embedding different approaches within the party. Namely the styrian party-organisation, represented also in the county- government and in some town- governments. The styrians are part of the party but the approach to social change is more of a traditionalistic. 
The CP of Austria is aiming at changing the cultural hegemony, which can be achieved by struggling in social and political alliances. Property regime and redistribution is in on the agenda as well as basic rights as basic income and education for all. The pair of reform and revolution isn’t used and named like this but in the end it’s a step by step way to hegemony. Violence is never a solution, our goals can never be achieved by violence but through the heads and hearts, building finally material (unarmed) forces. This implements that there is also nothing like “left populism”. Populism operates with fears and can be seen as verbal violence. Our duty is to uncover contradictions and unjust circumstances and empower people to think for themselves and raise their own demands.
Protagonists: “Working class”, social movements
The question of the “new working class” is discussed within CP since the 80ies - a quite long time – already before social movements of precarious workers like Mayday evolved. Then the perception of the “core” of the working class – the white, male blue collar worker slowly began to change. The distinction between the productive and the non- productive capital is important for the capital but not for us, still this distinction was the main principal of social- and unionpolitics. Now we talk of a changed, transformed working class: not the male white blue collar worker is the focus any more but a diversified, often unorganised but still not silent crowd of youth, olds, women, migrants, precarious. Precarious conditions mean part time jobs, freelancing, leasing jobs, unemployment, working poor, jobs without any employer’s responsibilities and social security. 

The precarious workers do organize also - I mentioned the European “Mayday” movement - marches on 1st of May and networking took/takes place also in Austria. There was also attention raised for the precarious workers in a bicycle couriers’ strike in 2004 and following actions. The very traditional social movement of unions still stick mainly to traditional views on workers and to traditional and typical Austrian ways of action. The union umbrella organisation is affirmative towards authority and class compromise within a fix neocorporatist social partnership- model. Unions stay mostly silent, also visible in the poor account of “strike- seconds” – there are years with no second of strike per worker at all. 
The women’s movement has discoursive power on single issues – for example despite numerous attacks on the right of women to decide over their own bodies by catholic forces – there is still a hegemony for the selfdetermination of women and their bodies. 
An interesting development is, that in actual times, protest movements evolve, which are endorsed by the country’s largest newspaper “Kronen Zeitung”
 and which are in their selfunderstanding not progressive at all. To mention here are the Anti- Genetically- Modified- Food- protests were green and leftwing activists suddenly find themselves together with right extremists and nationalists on the streets. The same with the Anti- nuclear power plant protests, which drift off too often in xenophobic, chauvinist aggression against eastern neighbour countries and their nuclear power plant- danger. Also the EU- critical movement is too often nourished by populist and chauvinist interests.

Much more progressive was the movement against “Black and Blue” – the first conservative- rightwing government in Austria in 2000 where the People’s Party formed a coalition with Haider’s Freedom Party. Persistent resistance and left networking was the result and endured for a long time. The CP and members of it were important stakeholders in this counterhegemonial discourse. 
Also the antiracist movement is growing the same time as institutionalised racism is increased. It is constituted by varied stakeholders of civil society and single persons. It can be described as a network, always finding together again. The most groups do have a system- system-overcoming perspective.  But with growing state racism it’s the same case again: the borders of the system are reached quite fast already, for example with demanding basic human rights for asylumseekers. Discoursive developments in this policy field were as well very inspiring for the party, as the debate around open borders and right of residence for all developed and became hegemonic within the party. 
The uprising of a temporarily huge students’ movement in Austria last autumn was characterized by the absence of organizational leadership and the attempt of practising basis democracy. At the same time, at the peak of the university occupations and demonstrations, when 40.000 students (from 150.000) were on the streets there was a lack of a broad political leftwing approach and it followed a lack of continuation. Cynically it is to observe, that the Bologna process and commodification of education already affects the possibilities for students to become politically active and fight: the term after the protests everybody has to hurry up to finish courses and do exams. Still, a broader political consciousness among students was raised, networks were built and also the “Bologna burns” counter summit, were also 20.000 were at the demonstration, took place in March in Vienna. 
Environmental civil society organisations in Austria are just international networking NGOs like Greenpeace. Besides this there are diverse local protest-initiatives throughout history since the 80ies – protest against power plants, highways and garages. 
The animal rights movement, involved are often a lot of young left activists, suffers now at the time the first huge trial based on a controversial “Mafia”-paragraph against criminal organisations and terrorism. This movement shows us now how solidaric networking can support critical views on our laws, too often designed and executed to criminalise critique and resistance and establish a control- and surveillance- state. 
Conditions for a broad hegemonic transformative change would be the inclusion of unions, which are comparably huge in Austria but unfortunately not system critical. As well as the mentioned progressive social movements Also the students’ movement and struggle for education for all and the feminist struggle, all those hearts and heads together will shape another world. 
Spaces
Globalization can have many positive sides as well. The possibility to connect worldwide, communicate and share information shows great effects on the Left already and it provides numerous potentials for our struggles. The complete and peaceful dissolution of nation states and borders is not a reachable goal in nearer future, also a truly unified Europe like the USA is not realistic. About the actual institutional condition of EU and it’s institutional expansion or not there is no concrete nationwide position within the Communist Party.

Clear is, within the EU there is an ongoing struggle about balance of power. To change this balance to the Left is our aim and also the reason why the CP of Austria is a founding member of the European Left Party.
 Eventually it is necessary to characterize and analyse the EU as it is, a free market and military- security union. And it is necessary to evolve common visions of a social union also beyond European borders. 
� And in relation of the readers and the population even the world’s largest newspaper (and this in a strongly monopolized and meagre newslandscape.


� The Styrian position towards EU is the one of exit- strategy. At least in their programmatic paper, in official discussions this position isn’t too popular also in the Steiermark any more.





